PARLIAMENTARY  REPUBLIC
by the rival authorities of the Government and the clergy, mainly
for political motives, with a view to securing their influence over
the nation. Since the law of 1850 those receiving primary education
have been distributed between the State elementary schools and
the so-called 'private' schools kept by the religious congregations,
and have been a bone of contention between them; those receiving
secondary instruction have been divided between the State lydes
and colleges and the religious establishments of the Jesuits and other
religious orders. The instruction given in the religious establish-
ments has continued to be closely bound up with religious teaching,
the object of which is to accustom pupils to the practice of the
Catholic religion, though for practical reasons, connected with the
examinations, instruction is modelled on that of the State schools
and imparted by staffs of poorly paid clerical teachers. The teach-
ing in State establishments, whether primary or secondary, is
carried on by non-clerical staffs, most of whom arc recruited by
competitive examinations (concours) giving access to the 'normal'
schools, or training-colleges for teachers, whether primary or
secondary.
Primary schools were first organized in 1832, but underwent
a profound change as a result of the reforms of 1881-4, which
abolished denominational public schools and laid down the prin-
ciple of 'free, compulsory, and secular' education. This reform
had as its results the building of a very large number of schools,
which were lighter and better ventilated and contained more
accommodation. The creation of a large class of teachers, trained
in pedagogy in the normal schools for male and female teachers,
and new methods of teaching and discipline have altered the
character of school, so that it is no longer dreaded by the pupils;
children have learnt to enjoy themselves there, often more than
at home. The system has been completed by the creation of
superior primary schools in the small towns, which have attracted
part of those who used to attend the smaller secondary schools
(collies).
Secondary education has undergone a change as a result of the
attempts that have been made to broaden the basis of instruction
by including in it, side by side with Latin and mathematics, the
physical and natural sciences, modern languages, history, and
geography. The result has been an unceasing struggle between the
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